@onnress of the United States
Waghington, 8C 20515

March 27,2014

The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

"Dear Mr. President:

We write to express our strong congressional support for the implementation of the
Pediatric Acquired Brain Injury (PABI) Plan.

As you may know, PABI is the leading cause of death and disability in children,
adolescents and young adults in the United States today. Each year, more than 765,000 young
Americans under the age of 25 enter an emergency department with a brain injury, more than
80,000 are hospitalized and more than 11,000 die.

PABI is caused by trauma such as motor vehicle crashes, sports-related concussions,
child abuse, falls, or blast injury from war — the signature wound of our young veterans returning
home from combat. In addition, it also includes non-traumatic causes such as epilepsy and
seizure disorders, meningitis, brain tumors, or strokes.

Due to the lack of federal research for PABI over the past thirty years, individuals and
families currently face a patchwork system of care — varying from state to state, government
agency to government agency and from one doctor’s office to another.

In response more than 75 leading experts from around the country gathered in New York
City in 2009 to establish the first-ever National Pediatric Acquired Brain Injury Plan. The PABI
Plan seeks to create a seamless, standardized, evidence-based system of care that is universally
accepted for the millions of American families that have a child or young adult (25 years or
younger) with a brain injury.

Since that time more than 145 bipartisan members of Congress have cosponsored
legislation endorsing the PABI Plan as the best way to address and treat pediatric acquired brain
injury. Congress has also appropriated and authorized funding across various Federal
departments and their respective agencies that can be used to address pediatric acquired brain
injury.

Following many years of extensive research and stakeholder participation we believe the
PABI Plan is the best, most comprehensive way forward to prevent, identify and treat this public
health crisis. To this end we respectfully request your Administration consider implementing the
PABI Plan as soon as possible.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Sincerely,
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Leonard Lance
Member of Congress
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Mike McIntyre S

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Blake Farenthold
Member of Congress

Spencer Bachus
Member of Congress

Michael E. Capuano
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Linda T. Sanchez

Member of Congress
John Duftedn U Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Donna F. Edwards

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

M) ook

Oretta Sancher /

Member of Congress
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Robert A. Brady
Member of Congress
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Terri Sewell
Member of Congress

Tony Carflenas
Member of Congress
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Steve Stivers
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Duncan Hunter /
Member of Congress
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Mike Honda
Member of Congress

John F. Tierney
Member of Congr

Ralph Hall
Member of Congress

Shelley Md@re Capito
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress




David Scott
Member of Congress
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Pat Tiberi
Member of Congress
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Mike Mlchaud

Member of Congress
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Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Dennis Ross
Member of Congress

Marc Veasey ﬁ\

Member of Congress

@Z%%,M

Bill Cassidy
Member of Congress
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Daniel Webster’
Member of Congress
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Michael Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

2Juha Brownley J

Member of Congress




